VOLVO EUROPA TRUCK NV
FIRST CO,-FREE COMPANY IN BELGIUM AND THE FIRST
C0,-FREE AUTOMOTIVE FACTORY WORLDWIDE




THE START OF THE CO,-STORY

As a major industrial player, our company hs to respect both

global directives and general company objectives in environ-

mental matters.

THE KYOTO PROTOCOL

The Kyoto protocol or Kyoto Treaty, which
was signed in the Japanese city of Kyoto in
1997, regulates the reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions. This reduction is intended to
prevent potentially dangerous levels of global
warming. A more than 2° Celsius rise in the
earth’s temperature can mean rising sea
levels, even more floods and other extreme
weather conditions. In the Kyoto protocol the
industrial countries agreed to reduce their
emission of greenhouses gases, including
carbon dioxide (CO,), by an average of 5%
by 2012 compared with the levels recorded
in 1990. Europe undertook to reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions by 8%. Belgium
signed up to a 7.5% reduction, for Flanders a
figure of 5.2% was agreed. Right now we are
seriously off-target. In 2004, greenhouse gas
emissions in Flanders were 3.6% higher than
in 1990. This requires Flanders to reduce
emissions between now and 2012, not by
5.2% but by 8.8%.

THE BENCHMARK COVENANT

1999 saw the launch in Belgium of the
“Benchmark Covenant” aimed at encouraging
businesses to work more energy-efficiently.
Covenanting companies can count on a num-
ber of favourable government measures, but
must in return undertake a number of initiati-
ves to reduce energy consumption. First they
must have an energy audit carried out by a
government-accredited auditor. They must
then examine the improvement projects pre-
sented by the auditor and implement those
that offer good pay-back times. All this must

take place within a strict time schedule and
is controlled by the Verification Office (a
government body). Companies must also
report annually to the government and
accept regular subsequent auditing.

FLEMISH CLIMATE CONFERENCE

In 2005 the Flemish Climate Conference
was set up. This is a consultation body con-
sisting of employer, employee and environ-
mental organizations and local governments.
The purpose of this think tank is to look
together for new measures and solutions for
pressure points in the existing climate policy
and to formulate long-term policy proposals.
Volvo has also played an active role in the
Conference.

KEY VALUES AND ENVIRONMENTAL

GOALS

Environmental care is a Volvo key value.

Rational energy usage has therefore always

been a focus of concern for Volvo. Short and

long-term environmental objectives are set

for the various Volvo facilities by the Swedish

parent company.

With regard to energy these group objectives

are:

- Developing energy-efficient products

- Producing sustainable energy

- Communicating the corporate environmen-
tal approach.

DEVELOPMENT OF ENERGY-
EFFICIENT PRODUCTS

“Environmental care” includes our products.
Our design department is constantly looking
for ways of building even more environmen-
tally friendly trucks. At the beginning of
September 2005, Volvo Trucks introduced a
new generation of FH/FM trucks, marking a
major step forward in technology and envi-
ronmental care. The brand new 13 litre engi-
ne uses up to five percent less fuel than the
present 12 litre one. Both the 13 and the 9
litre engines meet the Euro 4 and Euro 5
emission standards that came into effect in
2006 and 2009. On top of this the I-Shift
automatic gearbox that Volvo introduced a

few years ago has been optimized for ener-
gy-saving, environmentally-friendly and safe
driving.

PRODUCING SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

To make sure that we, as a multinational

group, produce sustainable energy world-

wide, AB Volvo has set three guidelines;

- we must increase our use of CO,-free
energy

- we must reduce energy consumption

- we must stop heating with coal and fuel oil.

In 1989 the company switched from fuel oil
to natural gas. The first two guidelines form
the CO, story that is told in this brochure.

WHAT IS CO,?

- CO, = carbon dioxide released by the
combustion of fossil fuels for heating or
for producing electricity.

- In high concentrations, CO, is one of the
main causes of the increased greenhou-
se effect and of climate problems.

- The use of fossil fuels (coal, oil and gas)
increases the concentration of CO, in
the atmosphere.






